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Fact and Opinion
The article entitled “Japanese’s workforce projected to be 20% smaller by 2040” contains multiple facts and opinions. The author seeks to explain that the working class in Japan is expected to decline due to the declining population in the country. It is a fact which is widely accepted that the population of Japan is rapidly declining. Economists have their opinions concerning the impact of the population decrease on the economy of the country and global trade. As the title of the article suggests, the main agenda of the article in to present an estimate, evidenced by the word “projected.” Indeed, the author writes what is estimated, and in his opinions, he uses words like “estimated” and “projected.”
However, there are several instances where he fails to include such words when writing opinions, making it look like he is stating a fact. For instance, the fifth paragraph reads, “The number of male workers in 2040 will fall by 7.11 million from 2017, while that of females will decrease by 5.75 million.” Although the statement is an opinion, he writes it in a manner that may make it seem to be a fact. He possibly forgets to include words like “according to so and so” or “it is estimated.” For instance, the most appropriate wording could have been “The number of male workers is 2040 is projected to fall by 7.11 million from 2017, while that of females is estimated to decrease by 5.75 million.” In this way, the sentence would have sounded as the opinion it is rather than a fact, which it is not since it is a prediction of the future.
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